THE   HISTORY OF  THE  EUROPEAN  SOCIETY  OF PATHOLOGY
                                        = Lisbon  2013, the   50th  anniversary =

    The  history of a society is the history of  its members,  the history  of their achievements. The  history of a society is not simply the inevitable and unstopable time-race of events, the infinite flow of sandglass of generations, the clepsydra of life.  

   The history, our history, didn’t  just happen. It is the result of  decades of collaborative  work of motivated people, their dedication, their talent, the outcome of teamwork. Since the early days, in 1963, the foundation year of our Society  and our first President Prof.P.Dustin, till August 2013, the 25th European Congress of Pathology in Lisbon, our current President Prof. Fatima Carneiro and our 50th anniversary, everything is different and at the same time connected to its other.
  The face of modern Medicine, the face of modern Pathology  with their great advancements  and their great disillusions, enter into new spiraling and encouranging pathways. Our scientific and medical evolution  brings us in front of new, mostly unexpected, roles and great, challenging complexities. 

  Who could imagine  the unimaginable in 1963, when the first pioneers of unravelling the first puzzled secrets of life, J. Watson, F.Crick and M.Wilkins, had just been awarded the Nobel prize, that in 2013 with tiny probes or primers of DNA or RNA strands, Pathologists could, in just few hours, uncover mutations of genes  and provide the means of highly specific and tailored therapies for our patients?
  Which are the major evolutionary steps in Pathology during the past 50 years? The “paradigm shifts”, a term used by Historians to  describe fundamental changes which modify scientific beliefs and established “dogmas”?

i)  The accurate and reliable definition, specification and assignment  of histo-morphology of diseases, the unsuperable architecture of  both neoplastic and non-neoplastic, infectious and non-infectious, 
immunological and non-immunological, idiopathic and non-idiopathic aberrations of life.
ii) The immunohistochemistry “sunrise”, our “penicillin era”  which transformed our specialty from the state of “craft” or art to a  solid , scientifically-based discipline, providing strong, reliable, numerous, ongoing masterpieces of diagnostic, prognostic and predictive incomparable  value.

iii) The molecular revolution,  the era of “companion diagnostics” which revolutionized our diagnostic work ensuring  the success of targeted therapy and unravelling the minute  secrets  of neoplastic processes and pathways, hidden within the transformed and untamed cancerous cells.
  In Lisboa at the end of August during our 25th European Congress, along with our generous hosts, the Portuguese Collegues, we will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of our Society.  Collegues who served the Society in the past, past but not forgotten, will be with us representing the continuity of our discipline and honouring them for their precious achievements and efforts.
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